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ALLOWANCE 

1 . This action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed on 9/17/2008. Claims 2 and 12 
are canceled. Claims 1, 4, 6, 10, 13, 14, and 17 are amended. Claims 1, 4, 6, 10, 13, 14, 17 and 
18 are presented for further examination. 

2. Claims 1, 4, 6, 10, and 17 are subject to an examiner's amendment as set forth below. 
Claims 1, 4, 6, 10, 13, 14, 17 and 18 are allowed. 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Temnit Afework on 1 1/21/2008. 

4. Please amend claims 1, 4, 6, 10, and 17 as follows: 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information providing method for providing provision 
information which is to be provided and registered in a central apparatus in response to a request 
from plural terminal devices which are coimected to said central apparatus by a communication 
network, comprising: 

accepting, by one terminal device directly connected to said central apparatus, as one 
set of data provision information, recipient information relating to a recipient who is authorized 
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to receive said provision information, and a provision format of said provision information to be 
applied to said recipient, the provision format including a portable document format that is non- 
modifiable and is converted from said provision information at the terminal device and an 
original format which is modifiable and is not converted from said provision information; 

transmitting, by said one terminal device to said cenfral apparatus, the one set of data 
after said accepting; 

registering, in said cenfral apparatus, the one set of data after said fransmitting; 

receiving, by said cenfral apparatus, a request and recipient information of a recipient 
who generated the request transmitted from one of the terminal devices; and 

providing, by said cenfral apparatus to said one of the terminal devices which transmitted 
the request and the recipient information, the provision information in the portable document 
format or the original format corresponding to the provision format based on the recipient 
information registered in the one set of data, said central apparatus being capable of performing 
an operation of judging whether a request from the one of said terminal devices is transmitted 
through said network or through another network different from said network; 

registering, as part of the one set of data, auxiliary provision information whose 
information volume is reduced from said transmitted provision information, and 
wherein said providing includes providing said auxiliary provision information, according to the 
provision format registered in the one set of data, to the one of said terminal devices based on the 
recipient information registered in the one set of data when said judging indicates that the one of 
said terminal devices fransmits the request through the other network. 
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4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information providing system as set forth in Claim 6, 
wherein 

said processor of said one terminal device is further capable of performing an operation 
of accepting, as part of the one set of data, name disclosure information indicating whether or not 

a name of provider who provides the provision information to be disclosed; 

said operation of transmitting further transmitting the name disclosure information as part 
of the one set of data; 

said operation of registering further registering the name disclosure information as part of 
the one set of data; and 

said operation of providing further providing to the one of said terminal devices which 
transmitted the request and the recipient information, a name of provider based on the recipient 
information and the name disclosure information registered in the one set of data. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information providing system for providing provision 

information to be provided, comprising: 

a central apparatus in which provision information is registered; and 

plural terminal devices which are directly connected to said central apparatus by a 

communication network, and issue a request for receiving provision information, wherein one 

terminal device includes a processor capable of performing the following operations of: 

accepting by said one terminal device directly connected to said central apparatus, 
as one set of data, provision information, recipient information relating to a recipient who 
is authorized to receive said provision information, and a provision format of said 
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provision information to be applied to said recipient, the provision format including a 
portable document format that is non-modifiable and is converted from said provision 
information at the terminal device and an original format which is modifiable and is not 
converted from said provision information; and 

fransmitting, after said accepting, the one set of data to said cenfral apparatus; 

and 

said cenfral apparatus includes a processor capable of performing the following 
operations of 

registering the one set of data transmitted from said one terminal device; 

receiving a request and recipient information of a recipient who generated 
the request fransmitted from one of said terminal devices; and 

providing, to the one of said terminal devices which fransmitted the 
request and the recipient information, the provision information in the portable 
document format or the original format corresponding to the provision format 
based on the recipient information registered in the one set of data, 

wherein said operation of registering fiirther registering, as part of the one 
set of data, auxiliary provision information whose information volume is reduced 
from said transmitted provision information; 

said processor of said central apparatus is further capable of performing an 
operation of judging whether a request from the one of said terminal devices is 
fransmitted through said network or through another network different from said 
network; and 
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said operation of providing fiirther providing auxiliary provision 
information, according to the provision format registered in the one set of data, to 
the one of said terminal devices based on the recipient information registered in 
the one set of data when it is judged that the one of said terminal devices transmits 
the request through the other network. 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable medium encoded with a computer 
program that when executed causes a computer to provide registered provision information to be 
provided in response to a request from a computer, according to a method comprising: 

causing a first computer to register, as one set of data, provision information, recipient 
information relating to a recipient who is authorized to receive said provision information, and a 
provision format of said provision information to be applied to said recipient transmitted from 
exterior, the provision format including a portable document format that is non-modifiable and is 
converted from said provision information at the terminal device and an original format which is 
modifiable and is not converted from said provision information; 

causing the first computer to receive transmitted recipient information from a second 
computer; 

causing the first computer to provide to the second computer the provision information in 
the portable document format or the original format corresponding to the provision format based 

on the recipient information registered in the one set of data, said central apparatus being capable 
ef performing an operation of judging whether a request from the second computer is transmitted 
through said network or through another network different from said network; 
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registering, as part of the one set of data, auxiliary provision information whose 
information volume is reduced from said fransmitted provision information; and 

wherein said auxiliary provision information is provided, according to the provision 
format registered in the one set of data, to the second computer based on the recipient 
information registered in the one set of data when said judging indicates that the second 
computer transmits the request through the other network. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for providing requested information to authorized 
recipients, comprising: 

receiving at a terminal device, from any user who is authorized to store format 
information for provision information, the format information for each authorized recipient of 
the provision information, the format information indicating at least one provision format 
selected from among at least an original format and a portable document format; 

storing, as one set of data in computer-readable storage accessible by said at least one 
server, the provision information stored in the original format that is modifiable and the portable 
document format that is non-modifiable and is converted from the provision information at said 
terminal device and accessible by the authorized recipients, recipient information indicating what 
in the provision information each of the authorized recipients is authorized to receive, and the 
format information corresponding to the provision information and the recipient information; 

receiving, by the at least one server from a requesting terminal device, a request for at 
least one item of the provision information and a recipient identifier; and 
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transmitting, from the at least one server towards the requesting terminal device, 
requested provision information in the portable document format or the original format 
corresponding to a registered provision format if the recipient information indicates that 
permission to access the requested provision information in the registered provision format has 
been granted to the recipient identifier; 

registering, as part of the one set of data, auxiliary provision information whose 
information volume is reduced from said fransmitted requested provision information, and 

wherein the at least one server is capable of performing performs an operation of judging 
whether a request from the requesting terminal device is fransmitted through a network or 
another network different from said network, and 

wherein said fransmitting includes providing said auxiliary provision information, 
according to the provision format registered in the one set of data, to the requesting terminal 
device based on the recipient information registered in the one set of data when said judging 
indicates that the one of said terminal devices fransmits the request through the other network. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 1,6, 10, 14, and 17 as amended distinguish themselves over the prior art by 
delineating a method and system providing a set of data from a terminal device to an information 
server where the terminal device converts an original format of data into a portable document 
format and the set of data includes both the portable document format and the original format of 
the data. The claims fiirther require providing either the portable document format or the 
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original to another user based on the user's information. Moreover, the claims disclose providing 
auxiliary provision information with the set of data to the information server where the auxiliary 
provision information is reduced in information volume from the provision information. For 
example, claim 1 describes, inter alia, a terminal that provisions data in a portable document 
format, in original format, and as auxiliary provision information where the terminal converts the 
data from the original format to the portable document format . In addition to these features, it is 
important to note that the terminal fransmits this set of data together to the information server. 
With the amendment filed by Applicant incorporating the auxiliary provision information 
features as discussed above, the claims show a patentable distinction over the prior art. 
Furthermore, the prior art gives no indication that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to provision the set of data to an information 
server and provide the different formats of data to different users in the fashion presented in the 
independent claims. 

Claims 4, 8, and 13 are allowed based on their dependency on their parent independent 

claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DOHM CHANKONG whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3942. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday [8:30 AM to 4:30 PM]. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John FoIIansbee can be reached on 571.272.3964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Dohm Chankong/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2452 



